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1. Name

date entered

historic Vieux Carre

and/or common Vieux Carre; French Quarter

2. Location

street & number boLmded by Canal • Street, Rampart. St.rPPt, rea r property "Ot for Publication

line of buildings fronting, -onto -the northeastern side of Esplanade Avenue, 
city, town New Orleans _____ ; _____ fe& vicinity of and Mj SS j SS jppi pj ver _________ l

state LA code 22 county Orleans Parish code 071

3. Classification
Category Ownership

X Clifstrict public

building(s) private
structure X both
site Public Acquisition
object JiZAn process

J[/A>eing considered

Status
_ X- occupied 
_ X unoccupied 
_ X^ work in progress 
Accessible 

X yes: restricted
yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use MULT I 
agriculture

X commercial 
educational

X 'entertainment
-K- government 
• X industrial 

military

:PLE (JSE
X museum 

park
X, private residence 
X religious 

scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property

name MULTIPLE OWNERSHIP

street & number

city, town vicinity of state

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. City of New Orleans

street & number 1300 Perdido Street

city, town New Orleans state LA 70112

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Vieux Carre Survey has this property been determined eligible?

date 1968 federal __ state __ county local

depository for survey records Historic New Orleans Collection

city, town New Orleans state LA



7. Description

Condition
-X— excellent
JU goods { [.''0

X-'fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

X altered

Check one
X original site

moved date N/A

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Vieux Carre ts an urban area of about 120 Ixlocks set along the Mississippi 
River, It is the original portion of the ctty of New Orleans Cfouhded'in 1718) and 
was once enclosed by fortifications, The district features a mtxture of Creole and 
various American styles of architecture and has not experienced a significant loss 
of integrity since Its historic period,

Unlike much of the New Orleans area, the Vteux Carre -ts above sea level, although 
the terrain is flat, Local streets were first laid out by French engineers under the 
direction of Adrlen de Pauger, The earliest extant map dates from 1721, His grid 
plan culminated in an open parade ground In the center of the river side Cpresent- 
day Jack.son Square). This open'space'featured'a church at Its- head and soldiers 1 
barracks on either side, The only major change In the plan occurred.-in the 1830's 
when Exchange Al-ley/was cut through the. middle of -several -blocks. • -

In 1788 and again in 1794 disastrous fires destroyed much of the then city, 
As a result, little remains from the eighteenth century In the district, Nonetheless, 
eighteenth, century architectural tendencies continued Into, tthe nineteenth century 
and gave the Vieux Carre Its distinctive regional heritage,

Historic Surveys;

There have been two historic structures surveys conducted |n the Vieux Carre In 
the past-fifteen years, The first was conducted |n 1268 by architecture students at 
Tulane University* It produced a-map which was essentially an attempt ' . 
to cover each block and "pigeonhole 1* the structures according to various 
style-date categories, The map has been adjusted by the National , 
Register staff to bring It "up to 1983, It has also &eeri'spot-checked against fifty 
sample block-long streetscapes to test Its accuracy, Based upon this, the National 
Register staff feels confident In asserting that the present updated map Is at least 
95% reliable,

The adjusted map yields the following style-date Breakdown, (This does not 
include dependencies,! The date for each property is determined by-the present 
exterior appearance of the main building,

French Colonial 1718-69 6 ,3%
Spanish Colonial 1769-1803 33 1,7%
Post Colonial 1803-20 67 3 %
Transitional 1820-35 401 20 %
Greek Revival 1835-50 427 21 %
Antebellum 1850-62 152 7,5*
Late Victorian 1862-19,00 374 19 %
Early 20th Century 1900-1933 277 14 %

* Later 20th Century 1934* 93 4,52-
* Intrusions 1934- 181 9 %

The distinction between these two non-contributing categories Is not clear, 
They are both presented here because they appear as separate categories on the 
survey map.

CONTINUED



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599

__ 1600-1699 
_X_ 1700-1 799 
_X_ 1800-1 899 
_X_1900-

Areas of Significance — Check and justify below
archeology-prehistoric community planning
archeology-historic conservation
agriculture economics

X architecture education
art ... engineering
commerce exploration/settlement
communications industry

invention

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music
philosophy
politics/government

religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Specific dates 1745-1933 Builder/Architect N/A

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Criterion C

The Vieux Carre Historic District is of national significance in the area of 
architecture because tt is the best material illustration of an architectural 
phenomenon which embraces the entire Mississippi Valley,

The noted American architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe -took up residence in New 
Orleans in 1819, When he arrived he was .greatly impressed by the Creole character 
of the city, but noted regretfully the beginnings of an American influence: "The 
merchants from the old United States who are daily gaining ground on the manners, 
the habits, the opinions, and the domestic arrangements of the French, have already 
begun to introduce the lop^stded London house," Latrobe predicted; "In a few years, 
therefore, this will b.e an American town, What is good and bad in French manners ,,, 
must give way, and the American notions of right and wrong, of convenience and 
inconvenience will take their place." The American influence continued to gain 
ground, but enough";of the Creole Influence survived to give the present-day Vieux 
Carre a balanced character.

The central theme of Latrobe's remarks embraces not only the Vieux Carre but 
the entire Mississippi Valley, All of French America experienced a gradual transition 
from the Creole influence to complete domination by mainstream America, This is true 
of cities such as Detroit ? Mobile and St ( Louis as well as rural iproperties such as 
plantation houses.

But of all the cities, towns, and impressive rural seats in French America, the 
Vieux Carre is the most important example of this transition;

1. The Vieux Carre contains the three grandest Creole buildings in the Mississippi 
Valley, The Cabildo (1795), the Presbytere (1795), and the Ursuline Convent (1745) 
are without parallel in the region in terms of urbane European styling and 
sophisticated pretention.

2. The Vieux Carre contains a much greater variety of Creole.influenced buildings 
than can be found in the other places in the Mississippi Valley. Most old settlement 
areas merely show the Creole cottage in its rural form. In a few places one can 
find urban Creole architecture, but this is usually rare. For example, in all of 
Mobile, there is only one Creole townhouse and even it is a comparatively modest 
two story example. In the Vieux Carre there are hundreds of Creole cottages and 
Creole townhouses with varying degrees of pretention, -Many of the Creole townhouses 
are four stories high and many are handsomely styled with neo-classical features. In 
addition, there are a number of entresol houses, a very rare Creole building type, 
Finally* as previously mentioned, there are grand monuments of Creole architecture 
which are not to be found elsewhere.

CONTINUED



9. Major Bibliographical References

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET

10. Geographical Data N/A--ALREADY ON FILE WITH NPS

Acreage of nominated properly 
Quadrangle name _______ 
UTM References

Quadrangle scale

J_
B

Zone Easting Northing

c__I I I . I i ..'I I i I i I, i I
El i I I I ! I i i I I i I . I i i I

Zone Easting Northing

0___ I I . I . ..I III.

Fl , I I I i I , , I 1,1.

H| i I I I . 1 . . I III.

i i

, .

Verbal boundary description and justification

See Item 10 continuation sheet.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title National Register Staff
Assisted by Vieux Carre Commission 
and Historic New Orleans Collection

organization
Division ofTmstoric Preservation 
State of Louisiana date September and October 1983

street & number P. 0. Box 44247 telephone 504.34? _£g 82

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

_X national __ state __ local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature & <^~— -7^^*

title
Robert B, DeBlieux 

State Historic Preservation Officer date January 6, 1984

For NPS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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7. Description (cont'd)

The survey did not produce a written inventory or any information about the 
various building types which characterize the Vieux Carre. This material still 
does not exist. However, in preparing this application, the National Register 
staff felt that some idea of the local building types and their breakdown and 
distribution would be desirable. The problem was that time did not permit a complete 
inventory of the district, ** :

So the staff conducted a partial second survey, This amounted to a 10% random 
sampling of the Vieux Carre building stock. The district was divided into twelve 
more or less equal sections and a block was chosen in each at random to be surveyed. 
This work was conducted on September 21, 22 and 23, 1983,

The second survey yielded the following building type breakdown;

Four bay Creole cottage with rear courtyard and dependency 13 %
Four bay Creole cottage without rear courtyard and dependency 3.5%
Two bay Creole cottage with rear courtyard and dependency ,4%
Two bay Creole cottage without rear courtyard and dependency 2 %
Creole townhouse - 18 %
Shotgun house with courtyard and dependency 4 %
Shotgun house without courtyard and dependency 7 %
Camel back house without courtyard and dependency 2 %
Two story shotgun house with rear courtyard and dependency , 7 %
Two story shotgun house without rear courtyard and dependency 2 % 
Two story side hall plan house with rear courtyard and dependency 10 % 
Two story side hall plan house without rear courtyard and'dependency 2,5%
Commercial building with rear courtyard and dependency 7 %
Commercial building without rear courtyard and dependency 9 %
Industrial buildings or warehouses 3 %

NB: In this survey outbuildings were not counted separately. They 
were only noted insofar as they helped classify the property they belonged to. 
In addition, the above percentages reflect only the district's overall stock of 
contributing elements (based on a 10% sampling). Intrusions are not noted. Also, 
the percentages cover only the major building types, Exceptional buildings are 
not noted.

** This application had to be prepared as quickly as possible because numerous ERTA 
projects were hanging in the balance. Obviously a complete inventory of the district 
would have been beyond the scope of the state staff, The only other alternative 
would have been to procure a survey grant through Survey and Planning monies. But 
given the grants cycle and the availability of funds, it would not have been possible 
to complete the survey until July of 1985. This would have meant a two year delay 
in submitting this application.

CONTINUED
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7. Description (cont'd) 

The Creole Heritage:

Opinions differ about the true ethnic derivation of Creole archetypes, The 
Vieux Carre was under French and Spanish rule during the eighteenth century and both 
presumably left a cultural imprint, In addition, some ^Creole" features a>e seen" 
in English vernacular architecture,

It seems best not to involve tills application in the debate over the ultimate 
source of Creole architecture. This disttnct body of features is generally thought 
of as indigenous to early New Orleans, whatever its derivation, So, for purposes 
of this application, it will simply be Tabled as Creole and the discussion will 
proceed on that basis,

Rear courtyards are one of the Vieux Carre l s best known Creole associated 
features. From the earliest times, most structures were built directly on the street 
without a setback. Open spaces in the rear were isolated from the street and were 
enclosed by walls and dependencies. As a result, the interior of each block became 
a honeycomb of private spaces *•- in effect, an environment unto itself totally apart 
from the street. Courtyards and dependencies are very much in evidence in the district 
today. Despite infill and subsequent redevelopment, close to fifty percent of the 
Vieux Carre's contributing elements still have them. In some cases the main building 
has been replaced or substantially altered while the old dependency has been retained. 
Most dependencies are linear galleried shed roof structures placed either parallel 
or perpendicular to the rear of the main building, In their day these dependencies 
contained kitchens, servants quarters, and other service areas, It seems clear that 
the Creole influence was the main cultural impetus behind the use of courtyards and 
dependencies. As the Creole style waned they were less and less a factor in lot 
planning.

The local Creole style is generally characterized by a light neo-classical 
feeling, but it also has a tendency for greater richness than the Greek Revival 
which succeeded it.

Typical Creole features include;

1. Delicate pilasters, especially at the corners of buildings,
2. Slight, almost meager looking cornices, some of which have dentils or 

carved garlands.
3. Slightly flared, overhanging eaves.
4. The use of balconies and galleries.
5. The extensive use of French doors, even on upper stories without balconies,
6. Segmentally arched dormers,
7. A tendency for multiple angles at corners,
8. Slight lintels over windows and doors,
9. The extensive use of round arch openings on the ground story,

10. Wraparound mantels,
11. The use of paneled effects on building facades.

CONTINUED
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7, Description Ccont'd}

In terms of the Tulane Survey, the atiove descriptions cover the first four 
periods 0718-1835) — i,e. t French Colonial, Spanish Colonial, Post Colonial and 
Transitional. For purposes of this application all four are lumped under the 
general heading of the Creole style, Although French doors remained popular in 
the Vieux Carre for much of the nineteenth century, most other Creole features were 
going out of fashion by the 1840's, However, local Creole plan types and building 
forms persisted somewhat longer,

Creole Building Types:

1. The Creole Townhouse (18%}; This is a two or more story building with an open 
passageway or carriageway leading from the street to the rear courtyard. The 
staircase is set on the rear gallery and is exposed to the air. Usually there is 
an arcade or loggia separating the staircase from the open courtyard, In some cases 
the loggia extends to more than one side of the courtyard, There are usually no 
interior hallways, but often there are cabinets, The Creole townhouse dates from the 
eighteenth century and it continued to be built into the Italianate period (1870's), 
Some later examples came under the American influence and were built with interior 
side halls in addition to their exterior carriageways, (See attached plan of typical 
Creole townhouse;)

2. The Creole cottage (19%); This is a one or one-and-a-half story, pitched roof 
house, one or two rooms wide, with a hall-less plan, In addition to being an impor 
tant house type in the Vieux Carre, the Creole cottage is also the archetypal 
basis of the Creole plantation house. Unlike rural examples, most Creole cottages 
in the Vieux Carre do not have front galleries, The house is usually set directly 
on the street front and hence there is no room for the.customary gallery. However, 
most examples have a front eave which overhangs a foot or so, which should probably 
be regarded as a gesture in the direction of a gallery, Most Creole cottages in 
the Vieux Carre are two rooms deep and many have cabinets at the rear. Most have 
a rear gallery where the attic staircase [if there is one] is located. The Creole 
cottage dates from the very earliest times in the Vieux Carre and it continued to 
be built into the late-nineteenth century. It embraces the Creole style, the Greek 
Revival style, the Italianate style, and the florid late Italianate style with its 
huge brackets.

The reason one does not see Eastlake or Queen Anne Revival Creole cottages is 
because these elaborate styles did not lend themselves to such a simple form. 
This phenomenon is interesting because it shows .one of the aspects of the transition 
between the Creole and the American building traditions. Even though the Creole 
tradition was locally on the wane in the late-nineteenth century, it still made itself 
felt because it helped determine which of the fashionable American styles would be 
used and which would not. The Creole cottage also carried on the Creole traditions 
in that very few of even the latest ones were built with interior side halls.

3. The entresol house: This is a special type of Creole commercial building which 
has a half story between the first and second floors. The first story is used for

CONTINUED
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7. Description Ccont'd}

commercial space, the half story for storage f and the second story for living space. 
Only about fifteen of these entresol houses survive in the Vieux Carre, which is 
why they were not noted as a major building type in the survey results,

The American Tradition;

The East Coast American architectural influence began to be strongly felt in the 
Vieux Carre during the Greek Revival period • [1830'si. The Vieux Carre had already 
developed a tight block pattern with deep and narrow lots oriented to rear court 
yards when the Americans came. This existing development pattern helped determine 
the character of American development in the district, For example ? the wide 
central hall plan house, an American favorite, was almost unknown in the Vieux 
Carre, although a great many of them were built in the nearby Garden District, 
Likewise, the American practice of setting a house back from the street * so as to 
provide for a front yard, was hardly ever followed in the Vieux Carre, Moreover, 
as the nineteenth century waned, there were no great picturesque piles such as 
there were in other parts of New Orleans, even though nineteen percent of the 
district's architecture dates from this period, The Americans continued the rear 
courtyard tradition for most of the nineteenth century, They also continued the • 
tradition of second story balconies. But instead of the delicate columnless 
verandas of the Creole townhouses, the Americans employed heavy cast-iron galleries, 
mainly in the Italianate and Rococo styles,

American immigrants employed the following major building types in the Vieux 
Carre:

1. The.two .story side hall plan house (12,5%);. Actually this can be a house of more 
than two stories. Nicknamed the "top sided London house" by Benjamin Latrobe, it 
was the largest type of house the Americans built with any frequency in the district. 
Most examples are three bays wide, and at least two rooms deep, with an interior 
side hall which contains the staircase, Usually there is a rear kitchen wing with 
servants quarters above. The side hall house began to be built in the 1820's and 
lasted into the twentieth century, embracing the Greek Revival, Italianate, and 
Queen Anne Revival styles,

2. The shotgun house (13%): Experts disagree as to the origin of the shotgun house. 
It is identified here as an American house type because thousands of them were built 
by American speculators in all parts of New Orleans. In effect it became an 
American type. Its heyday in the Vieux Carre was the late nineteenth century; it was 
not seen much before that time.

The Vieux Carre is similar to the rest .of New Orleans in that most of its 
shotgun houses are doubles. However, unlike the rest of the city, Vieux Carre 
shotguns are almost exclusively Italianate, Moreover, there are very few side 
hall shotgun houses and relatively few camel backs, In addition, very few shotguns 
have porches; most conform to the solid streetscape wall set by the Creole cottages. 
Here again the existing Creole development helped determine the character of the 
American development.

CONTINUED
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7 T Description Ccont'd)

3. The two story shotgun house C9%1: These occur as both single and double houses, 
Although there are a few mid-nineteenth century examples, most date from the late- 
nineteenth or early-twentieth centuries. Most followed the current styles of their 
periods of construction, but in a low key way, i

4. Commercial buildings 06%): Many Vieux Carre houses were built as half commercial- 
half residential structures in the traditional way, The district's first exclusively 
commercial buildings date from the 1830's, These are similar in appearance to 
domestic buildings except that they tend to be a story or two taller. In general the 
upper stories were used for offfee and storage space, Early commercial buildings 
continued the local tradition of having a,rear open courtyard and dependency. But 
in the late-nineteenth century they began to occupy the entire lot,' By and large, 
it was not until the turn of the century that they began to exceed the Vieux Carre ( s 
four story scale, Even after the turn of the century relatively few tall buildings 
were built. Later commercial buildings were often elaborately styled, but they did 
not reflect any local stylistic preference. They are of a type that could have been 
built in any large American town. Styles include Renaissance Revival, Arts and 
Crafts, neo-Baroque, and neo-classical,

5. Industrial Buildings C3%): These are mainly warehouses of four stories or less. 
Most date from-the early-twentieth century and feature some form of low key styling-- 
mainly Arts and Crafts, Like the district's later commercial buildings, they are 
similar to contemporaneous buildings in other American cities,

American styles include:

1. Greek Revival (c,1835-c,1860): On the whole, the Greek Revival buildings of the 
Vieux Carre are heavy and relatively plain, with flat facades which conform to 
the street front. There are almost no columnar galleries of the ;type found in the 
nearby Garden District. There is also almost no evidence of the florid late Greek 
Revival style. The only exception to this is the ornate cast-iron galleries which 
some of them have over the sidewalk. The lack of Grecian columns can be seen as an 
effect of the tight block pattern set by the existing Creole development,

2. Italianate (,c,1850-c.l 900): Aside from numerous cast-iron galleries, the main 
imprints of the Italianate style in the Vieux Carre were brackets, quoins, shallow 
arch windows and doors, and ornate lintels, Essentially these features were applied 
to flat fronted buildings, The elaborate massing and columnar galleries found on 
Italianate buildings in other parts of the city are not found in the Vieux Carre. 
The Italianate style remained popular in the district to the end of the nineteenth 
century, eclipsing the Queen Anne Revival and Eastlake styles,

3. Eastlake and Queen Anne Revival Cc,1880-c.l9QO); As previously mentioned, th.ese 
styles are not as much in evidence in the Vieux Carre as they are in other parts of 
the city, Even where they exist they take the form of a shallow porch or a gablet 
roof, Th.e picturesque irregularity which is associated with these styles was simply 
not suited to the tight block pattern of the district.

CONTINUED
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7. Description (cont'd) """" " . -^———

4. Early-twentieth century neo-classical (cj 900-1933) : This style represents the 
bulk of the district's early-twentieth century buildings. Although most are rather 
low key, with just a few applied details on a regular facade, some are opulently 
Beaux Arts.

5. Arts and Crafts style Cc. 1900-19331; Some of the district's brick warehouses 
and industrial buildings have touches of geometrical ornaments which seem to be 
remotely derived from the Arts and Crafts movement. These are a distinct minority 

. among period buildings in the district,

Building Type Distribution:

The area around Jackson Square has an overall three plus story sceile and the
district 1^ highest proportion of Creole townhouses (.almost 50%), It also has a
high proportion of two story side hall plan houses (about 25%),,

The southwest end of the district has a four story scale with the highest 
proportion of commercial and industrial buildings (75%+],, About 20% of them have 
rear courtyards and dependencies.

The center of the district around Bourbon Street has a mixed scale of one to 
four stories and a mixture of building types, The Creole influence is evident in 
an overall proportion of 25% Creole townhouses and 25% Creol e -cottages , most of 
which retain their courtyards and dependencies, About 15% of the buildings are 
shotgun houses, about 10% are two story shotgun houses, and about 25% are two story 
side hall plan houses. More than half of these American hpuse types have courtyards 
and dependencies,

With the exception of Rampart Street and Esplanade Avenue, the northern third 
of the district has the lowest scale. Few buildings are even one and a half stories 
high. Creole cottages and shotgun houses are split about 50-50 and there is a small 
admixture of Creole townhouses. Most of the Creole cottages have rear courtyards 
and dependencies, while most of the shotgun houses do not. Although, it is often 
hard to define commercial versus residential areas of the Vieux Carre, this area 
is the most residential in character of all the local neighborhoods,

The Rampart Street edge has a two to three story commercial character, but many 
of the structures are traditional building types which have been renovated for 
commercial purposes.

The Esplanade Avenue edge has a two to four story grand residential character 
which is characterized mainly by two story side hall plan houses,

CONTINUED
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7, Description Ccont'dl 

Building Materials;

Most of the but!dings in the. Vieux Carre are masonry, either stucco or exposed 
brick. In addition, some of the earlier Creole cottages feature b,ricks-.between- 
posts construction. Brick construction predominated because the use of wood was 
prohibited after the general conflagrations of 1788 and 179,4. Wood construction 
did not re-emerge until the late-nineteenth century, Even then it was used only 
for smaller buildings -- for example, shotgun houses,

Contributing Elements:

The basis of the district's architectural significance is the gradual shift 
from the Creole to the American influence, This shift took place between about 
1820 and 1900; hence the buildings which date from this period obviously must be 
regarded as contributing elements. The buildings before cJ820 and the buildings 
between c,1900 and 1933 are also listed as contributing elements because they 
materially illustrate the ends of the transition spectrum. The pre-c.1820 buildings 
are pure Creole while the c,1900 to 1933 buildings illustrate the final triumph of 
mainstream America,

It is interesting to note 
of an era for the Vieux Carre. 
its total dominance, there was 
culminated in the passage 
historic character,

that the early 1930's
Even as the American

a revival of interest

represents something of an end 
influence had consolidated 
in the old Creole style. This

in 1936 of an ordinance to protect the Vieux Carre's

NB: The dates noted above are only approximations, There are no hard and fast 
dates for "pure Creole," "pure American," and the transition between the two.

Intrusions:

The district has an overall intrusions rate of 13,5%, which is well within the 
normally acceptable range. Most of the intrusions conform more or less to the 
district's historic four story streetscape. The vast majority of these are 
deliberately styled to imitate the existing building .stock, Hence they do not 
significantly disturb the streetscape character. Those which have modern designs 
are generally innocuous and their impact is minimal. There are, however, two 
modern skyscrapers in the district, both of which are in the extreme southern 
corner. Their presence is regrettable, but at least they are on the periphery, 
and from most places in the district they appear as nothing more than skyscrapers 
off in the distance. In addition, because they are on the edge, they do not 
interrupt the district's character. Given the above, in our opinion, the historic 
character of the Vieux Carre is intact despite the intrusions.

CONTINUED
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7, Description Ccont'd), 

Assessment of Integrity;

For purposes of ttifs application,, historic buildings wh.icti have been significantly 
modified at a later date are considered to date from the period of their alterations, 
These are not all intrusions; tn fact, most are not, For example, there are numerous 
mid-nineteenth century buildings which received new fronts in the late-nineteenth 
century, Post-1933 alterations have not made a significant impact upon the district's 
stock of contributing elements. Very few of the residences have been noticeably 
altered on the exterior, Virtually all of the contributing commercial buildings 
are intact above the first story. Of they are not, they are generally not considered 
to be contributing elements for purposes of this application.} In 85-90%* of the 
contributing commercial buildings, the alterations have not disturbed the basic 
geometry of the shopfront,

* This figure is based upon a projection from the SHPO survey,
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POSTSCRIPT TO ITEM 7:

The Esplanade Avenue Boundary

When the Vieux Carre Historic District was originally designated, the north 
eastern boundary was Esplanade Avenue. When we began preparing this renomination, 
it was our understanding that this was still the case. However, in 1977 historians 
from the National Park Service restudied the district boundaries and decided that 
the properties on both sides of Esplanade Avenue should be included in the Vdeux 
Carre. (This entailed overlapping the Faubourg Marigny Historic District, N.R., 
1974.) We discovered that the official NHL boundary now runs along the rear 
property line of the buildings which front onto the northeastern side of Esplanade 
Avenue.

This created a problem for us because none of the documentation we had prepared 
referred to this additional strip of land. To solve this problem, Patrick Andrus 
suggested we make the following official statement: For the record, the northeastern 
boundary of the district follows the rear property line of the properties which 
front onto the northeastern side of Esplanade Avenue. The character of this 
additional area is very similar to the southwestern side of Esplanade Avenue.

CONTINUED
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SAMPLE INVENTORY' SHOWING MAJOR BUILDING TYfES

This is not meant to be a totally comprehensive list showing every building type 
in every period. It is simply an overview of the major ones,

Creole Townhouses:

1. 541 Madison (.c.1825). This three story stucco over brick Creole townhouse 
has many Creole architectural features. It also shows that Creole buildings 
strove to have a rear courtyard no matter how small it had to be because of the 
lot size. (See Sample Inventory Photo 1.)

2. 625 Royal (c.1815). This large three story Creole townhouse has delicate
balconies and an unusually deep courtyard, (.See Sample Inventory Photos 2 & 3.)

3. 933 Burgundy [c. 18101, This modest brick Creole townhouse still has the Creole 
arched openings and loggia, but it also has Greek Revival mantels. (See Sample 
Inventory, Photo 4 for facade loggia and Sample Inventory. Photo 5 for dependency,)

4. 916 Orleans (c,1830). This is a three story stuccoed Creole townhouse with a 
delicate balcony and subtle Greek Revival articulation. The latter can be 
seen in the building's three bay composition and in its third, knee wall story 
which has windows set in the frieze, (See Sample Inventory. Photo 6 - center 
building.)

5. 712 Barracks (c,1830). This plain but essentially Greek Revival brick Creole 
townhouse features a narrow passageway, It has full cast-iron galleries, which 
mark it as a mid-nineteenth century example. (See Sample Inventory Photos 7 
and 8.)

6. 831 St. Peter [c.1840). This is a well detailed Greek Revival Creole townhouse 
with a wide passageway. The doors which close over the end of the passageway 
appear to be original,, The wireworks balcony is probably a later addition. 
(See Sample Inventory. Photo 9.)

7. 920 St. Louis Street (1857). This three story Creole townhouse features
pretentious Italianate articulation, including colossal pilasters, a rusticated 
base, and arched windows. (See Sample Inventory Photo 10,)

8. 735 Bourbon Street (c.1856). This two story brick Creole townhouse is one of a 
number of "half-breed" houses in the Vieux Carre, It has an open passageway as 
well as an American style interior side hall. Most of the house';s detailing is 
American Greek Revival, but the passageway has the earlier shallow arch opening, 
(See Sample Inventory Photo 11.)

CONTINUED
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Creole Cottages:

9. 709 Dumaine Street (c,18001, This is a plain stucco Creole cottage with the 
characteristic overhanging eave, The extensive rear dependency is larger than 
the house. [See Sample Inventory Photo 12.)

10. 931-3 St. Ann (c.1830). This brick Creole cottage has the characteristic arched 
dormers and French doors. As with No. 9, the dependency is larger than the house. 
[See Sample Inventory Photo 13,)

11. House at Bourbon and Ursuline Streets (.c,1828). This early Creole cottage received 
Colonial Revival dormers in the early-twentieth century. Here again, this property 
shows the Creole preference for rear courtyards and dependencies even when the 
lot was very small, (See Sample Inventory Photo 14.)

12. 1118 Bourbon Street (c.1840). This brick between posts Creole cottage is typical 
of its period in that it features hesitant touches of the Greek Revival such as 
a scored stucco facade, the hint of a frieze, and ornamental transoms. The 
dormers appear to have been significantly altered in the twentieth century, 
[See Sample Inventory Photo 15,)

13. 1040 Bourbon Street (c, 18801., This late Italianate Creole cottage is typical 
of many in the district, It features the standard large scroll brackets and 
rusticated woodwork, (_See Sample. Inventory Photo 16,)

Two Story Side Hall Plan Houses:

14. House at Barracks and Bourbon Streets (cJ840), This two-and-a-half story side 
hall house has a heavy frieze, a brick denticular cornice, and an aedicule motif 
doorway with fluted Ionic columns, The small balconies show that the house 
predates the elaborate cast-iron galleries of the mid-nineteenth century, (See 
Sample Inventory Photo 17.)

15. 932 Royal Street (c,1870). This two-and-a-half story side hall house shows the 
mild Italianate styling which is typical of many large period buildings in the 
district. Notable features include the shallow arch lintels and the front door 
way with its straight sided arch. The only elaborate feature, as in many other 
houses,.is the diaphanous cast-iron upper gallery. (See Sample Inventory 
Ph.oto 18.1
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Shotgun Houses ;

16. 721 Barracks Street (,0,1897), This double shotgun house .features the typical 
Italianate styling of late-nineteenth century New Orleans. It represents the 
most common appearance of a shotgun house in the Vieux Carre, (See Sample 
Inventory Photo 19,)

17. 611 Barracks (.c.1899). This double shotgun house is recessed slightly from the 
street front in order to provide for an Eastlake porch. Although this type of 
shotgun house was popular in other parts of New Orleans, it is rare in the 
Vieux Carre, (See Sample Inventory Photo 20.)

18. 617 Barracks Street (c.1920). This double shotgun house features a bungalow 
porch and a bungalow style roof. It also features Colonial Revival doorways. 
Its styling is fairly typical of the district's modest number of early-twentieth 
century residences, [See Sample Inventory Photo 21,}

Two Story Shotgun Houses :

19. House at the corner of Dumaine and Royal Streets (,c,1890). This two story late 
Italianate double shotgun house is typical of its fellows in the district both 
in terms of style and form, (.See Sample Inventory Photo 22.)

Commercial Buildings:

20. Building at Decatur and Ursuline Streets (North corner) (.c.1884), This three 
story brick Italianate commercial building has straight sided arched openings 
on the first and second levels, The third level features round arches and a 
heavy brick cornice, The corner entrance was added about the turn-of-the-century, 
Most of the district's nineteenth century commercial buildings are in the 
Italianate style, though many are less elaborate than this example. (See Sample 
Inventory Photo 23,)

21. Building at Decatur and Ursuline Streets (c,1916), This two story stuccoed 
commercial building features a nineteenth century looking shopfront, but its 
Serlian motif entrance and more or less correct classical styling mark it as an 
example of twentieth century taste in the Vieux Carre, (See Sample Inventory 
Photo 24.)

22. Building at Decatur and St. Philip Streets (West corner) (c.1905). This two 
story terra cotta commercial building has colossal Ionic columns superimposed 
over piers and arches. The handsome Renaissance styling is well in keeping 
with the general neo-classical tendency of early twentieth-century commercial 
buildings in the district, (See Sample Inventory Photo 25.)
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23. 525 Iberville Street Cc,1910). This four story brick building features bands of 
windows in the manner of a skyscraper, but it also features classical details. 
(See Sample Inventory Photo 26',)

Intrusions:
24. 627 St. Ann Street (.c.1964). Intrusion. This modern hotel is typical of many 

intrusions in the district in that it apes the traditional look of the Vieux 
Carre with Creole features and Victorian cast-iron galleries, (See Sample 
Inventory Photo 27.)

25. Royal Orleans (c.1960), Intrusion. This six-and-a-hal f story neo-Creole hotel 
is one of the few intrusions which exceeds the four story scale of the district, 
(See Sample Inventory Photo 28.)
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Landmarks

1. Exchange Passage, 1837, J f N.B, dePouilly, Architect, A street-cut through in the 
1830's and developed by the "New Orleans Improvement Co." as an approach to the 
St. Louis Hotel. A uniform three-story arcaded facade was designed for the street 
by the Company's architect, dePouilly, and purchasers of the lots agreed to con 
struct buildings in accordance with "the adopted plan of the street,"

2. Bank of Louisiana (Greater New Orleans Tourist and Convention Commission) 9 334 
Royal Street, 1826, Bickle, Hamblet and Fox, Builders. Damaged by fire in the 
1840*s, the interior and roof were rebuilt and the Royal Street entrance portico 
added by James Gallier, The fine fence and gates, based on Robert Adam's gates 
to Lansdowne House, London, were produced by a New York company in 1827. The 
bank is a fine example of monumental Greek Revival architecture.

3. Hermann-Grima House (Christian Womens 1 Exchange), 820 St. Louis St,, 1831, William 
Brand, Architect, This house, built of Philadelphia brick, originally had a 
plaster cornice and suggests the Georgian architecture of the eastern seaboard. It 
has a central hall plan which is rare in the Vieux Carre, This is almost a wholly 
American style house except that it has a rear open loggia and a lightly proportioned 
balcony in front,

4. Louisiana State Bank (.Manheim's) 403 Royal St,, 1820, Benjamin Henry Latrobe, 
Architect, Benjamin Fox, Builder, The last work of Latrobe, designed just before 
his death. The building originally had an almost flat, tile "terrace" roof, 
The ground floor vaulting and dome are of brick; the plan is reminiscent of 
Latrobe's first great American work, the bank of Pennsylvania in Philadelphia. 
The dormers and hipped roof were added later,

5. Banque De La Louisiana (Brennan's Restaurant), 417 Royal St., 1795, Constructed 
as both a residence and a business, the building is a fine example of Creole 
detail ing.

6. Girod House, 500 Chartres St., 1814, One of the best examples of continuance of 
the Creole architectural tradition in New Orleans, the three-story part of this 
was erected for Nicholas Girod, Mayor of the city. It is attached to a two- 
story wing facing St. Louis St, erected by his brother after the fire of 1794, 
The larger building is one of the few which retains its original tile roof. Its 
design suggests the work of Hycinthe Laclotte, an architect from Bordeaux who 
worked in New Orleans from 1806 until about 1815, The building is noteworthy 
as one of the city's grandest Creole townhouses,

1, Dufilho's Pharmacy, 514 Chartres St., 1837, J,N,B. dePouilly, The building 
is noteworthy as a grand Creole townhouse with an entresol between the first 

second floors,and

Antoine's,Restaurant, 713 St. Louis St,, 1825 original building; remodeled 1870, 
Antoine's occupies a series of remodeled nineteenth century houses. Although 
the original structure was erected as a residence in 1825, additionssuch as the 
mansard roof and the first story cast-iron columns date from the late nineteenth

CONTINUED
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century. The Second Empire roof is among a handful of surviving examples in 
New Orleans,

9. Pontalba Buildings, 1849-50, James Gallier, Sr., Original Architect; Henry Howard, 
Architect of Final Plans. Twin buildings of red brick flanking Jackson Square, 
each made up of sixteen row-house type structures of which the street-front 
portions are four stories high and the rear service wtngs are three stories, The 
buildings are an interesting crossbreed of the Creole and American influences. 
The style is American Greek Revival, but the buildings themselves consist of a 
series of Creole townhouses complete with courtyards,

10. Pedesclaux-r-Lemonnier House, 640 Royal St., 1811, Barthelemy Lafon, Architect; 
Latour and Laclotte, Architects for completion. Masonry townhouse, presumed to 
be the first four-story building in New Orleans. The curved wall and balcony 
at the corner follow the form of an oval salon on the principal floor, Also 
known as the First Skyscraper and "Sieur George's,"

11. Gardette-LePretre House, 716 Dauphine St,, 1836, Frederic Roy, Builder. Unusual 
3-1/2 story house. The cast-iron galleries, the distinguishing feature of the 
exterior, were probably not added until after 1850, and replaced an earlier 
wrought iron balcony at the second floor level.

12.

13

14

Arsenal 
Revival 
prison.

, 611 St. Peter, 
structure built

1839, James H, Dakin, Architect and Builder, Greek 
to house a state armory on the site of an old Spanish

Cabildo (Jackson Square), 1795-1799, Gilberto Guillemard, Architect. Built to 
house the Cabildo, the Spanish governing body of the city, the arcaded exterior 
closely resembles the Casa Reale erected for Spanish officialdom in 1781 at 
Antequera, Mexico. The mansard roof was added in 1847 under the direction 
of Louis Surgi, city surveyor. The wrought-iron balcony rails, perhaps the 
finest of the Spanish period, were executed locally by Marcel lino Hernandez. 
American emblems in the pediment by the Italian sculptor Pierre (Pietro) Cardelli 
in 1821. Structure served as the city hall until the 1850's, Later housed the 
Supreme Court of Louisiana.

St. Louis Cathedral (Jackson Square), 1724, Burned 1788; Rebuilt 1789-1794; 
Partly demolished and rebuilt 1850; Adrien de Pauger, architect, 1724; Gilberto 
Guillemard, architect, 1789; J.N.B. dePouilly, architect 1850; Patrick Kirwan, 
builder. The first church was destroyed in the conflagration of March 21, 1788, 
and was rebuilt at the expense of Don Andres Almonstery Roxas, who is buried 
beneath the floor in front of one of the side altars, The central tower added 
in 1820 by Benjamin H. Latrobe collapsed in 1850 when the old Spanish cathedral 
was practically demolished and rebuilt in its present form. The present 
building is a combination of Italianate and Romanesque features,

CONTINUED
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15. Presbytere [Jackson Square),, B.egun 1795, Gilberto Gutllemard, Original Architect; 
Benjamtn Buisson, Architect of Later Rear Portions, 1840, Originally intended 
as tlie rectory for St, Louis Cathedral but never used as such; instead was first 
rented by, then sold to, the City as a Courthouse, Like the Cabildo, the 
Presbytere was built over the remaining walls of an earlier colonial structure,

16. Jackson Square, 1721, Adrien de Pauger. Originally called PLACE D'ARMES on plan 
bydePauger, a French military engineer. Present park dates from about 1850 to 
1856, at which time the cast-iron fence and gates were erected,

17. Madame John's Legacy, 632 Dumaine St,, After 1788, Robert Jones, Builder, One 
of the oldest houses in New Orleans; typical of Creole plantation houses, 
Records indicate that the house on this site was destroyed in the fire of 1788 
and was rebuilt for its owner, Don Manuel Lanzos, a Spanish officer, by an 
American builder. Some materials from the original house were incorporated in 
the present building.

1

19

Lafitte's Blacksmith Shop, 941 Bourbon St,, c.1770. Although no historical 
evidence links this house with the pirate Lafitte, the name has persisted. 
Its brick-between-posts construction represents a type introduced by early 
Creole builders soon after the founding of the city. A wide roof overhang 
was removed many years ago,

Gallier House, 1132 Royal Sts, 1857, James Gallier, Jr,, Architect 
noted New Orleans architect, erected this French Quarter residence 
The house has an American side hall plan, but it also has a Creole 
open passageway. It is typical of a number of "half-breed" houses 
district.

Gallier, 
for himself, 
townhouse 
in the

20. Le Carpentier-Beauregard House, 1113 Chartres St., 1826. Briefly the residence 
of General Beauregard in 1866, More recently, tlie writer Frances Parkinson 
Keyes resided here from 1942-1970, The original wood steps and railings with 
turned wood balusters were replaced with the present granite steps and iron 
railings, probably after 1841, The building is mainly noteworthy for its 
handsome Tuscan pedimented portico,

21. Ursuline Convent, 1114 Chartres St., 1745 Designed, 1749-53 Completed, Ignance 
Francois Broutin, Engineer, Designer; Claude Joseph Villars Debreuil, Builder. 
Broutin was Engineer-in-Chief of Louisiana at the time, The structure replaced 
an earlier convent near the same site dating from 1727-34, The principal 
"floating" staircase was removed from the earlier half-timber convent of 1727- 
34 and re-used f'n the present building, The Ursuline nuns used the building 
as a convent, school and orphanage until 1824; it then became the residence 
of the Bishops and Archbishops of New Orleans, The convent is noteworthy as 
a rare example of provincial French architecture in the United States.

CONTINUED
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22', U. S. Mint, 400th Block of Esplanade, 1838, Designed by William Strickland, 
this three story stucco and granite mint is considered one of the finest 
Greek Revival but!dings in New Orleans,

23. U, S. Custom House, 400th Block of Canal St«, 1849, Designed by Alexander 
Thompson Wood, this four story granite building features an Egyptian styled 
pedimented pavilion and two end pavilions on each of its four facades, The 
building is noted for its jj-rand columnar halls.

24. Civil Courts Building, 400 Royal St., 1907-09, Frederick W, Brown, A, Ten Eyck 
Brown, P, Thornton Marya, Associated Architects, This entire square was 
purchased by the city in 1903 and many fine old buildings which stood upon it 
were demolished to provide a site for the Civil Courts Building, now the Wild 
Life and Fisheries Building, This four story Beaux Arts pile is one of the 
grandest American neo-classical buildings of the early-twentieth century.
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8. Significance (cont'd}

3. Thanks to the numerous Creole townhouses, the Vieux Carre shows the urban Creole 
style tn a way that no other place does,

4. In other towns little remains of th.e original Creole Influence except for a few 
isolated examples. B.y contrast., in the Vieux Carre there is a rich interplay between 
the Creole and American styles which, gives the district its character. Firstly, 
there are numerous examples of Creole plan buildings with American details such as 
Greek Revival and Italianate, Secondly, there are "half-breed" houses which incorporate 
both Creole and American planning features, most notably the late Creole townhouses 
which feature American side halls. Thirdly, there is the continuing use of cabinets 
in otherwise wholly American houses. Finally, there is the continuing use of 
courtyards and dependencies as the prevalent form of site development even after most 
other Creole features had bee.n dropped, Moreover, the local Creole heritage had a 
marked effect upon the types of American development that took place, Excluding 
purely American and purely Creole buildings, the shift between the two traditions 
embraces several hundred structures, which is something no other old Creole settlement 
can match. The American buildings of the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries 
are of course important in the transition because they represent the end of the 
spectrum and the realization of Latrobe's prediction,

The Transition:

The Creole buildings of the Mississippi Valley have often been seen as the 
area's true architectural heritage. But in many ways this is because they are 
the region's oldest buildings and hence they are the ones people prefer to think 
about. If one considers the entire architectural history of the Mississippi Valley, 
it becomes clear that the shift from the Creole influence'to that of mainstream 
America was the major development between the late-eijtjhteenth and the early-twentieth 
centuries. More than anything else, it changed the architectural character of the 
region from what could have been an ethnically distinct entity to something not 
very different from the East Coast, (Jhe Vieux Carre and St. Qenevieve are 
exceptional because their Creole character was not completely absorbed into main 
stream American architecture,) Although the Creole heritage is more venerated, 
the shift is much more important in terms of what the region actually be'came.
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Historical Sketch:

The NPS 1982 boundary justification (see Item 10) contains a historical 
narrative which will serve as the historical sketch for this district renomination. 
However, we offer one correction. On page 2 it states incorrectly that in 1763 
France ceded all of Louisiana to Spain. The fact of the matter is that in 1762 
France ceded the Isle of Orleans along with all of Louisiana west of the!Mississippi 
River to Spain. In 1763 France ceded the eight Florida Parishes (east of the 
Mississippi and north of the Isle of Orleans) to Great Britain. i
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Boundary Justification: !

In 1982 the National Park Service made a second restudy of the Vieux Carre 
boundaries. (Attached is a copy of the official findings.) It was decided that 
the existing boundaries (the Mississippi River, Canal Street, Rampart Street, 
and the rear property line on the north side of Esplanade Avenue) should be retained 
Because this is the official position of the Park Service, we made no attempt to 
adjust these boundaries when we began the renomination process. For purposes of 
this application, the NPS statement will serve as the (boundary justification.

j
There are, however, three factual errors in the Park Service statement which 

conflict with this submission:

1. The statement that most of the district's buildings date between 
1794 and 1850 is not correct. According to the Tulane Survey, only 46% of the 
district's buildings date prior to 1850.

2. The Cabildo and the Presbytere are dated 1799. Our information is 
that they were both begun in 1795.

3. The report states that in the 1977 National Register nomination 
the National Park Service approved the same boundaries which were contained in 
the 1966 NHL listing. This is not true; the boundaries were actually enlarged. 
(See postscript to Item 7.)
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